
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APROVES $600,000 FOR CRITICAL HEALTH CARE INITIATIVES IN NORTH CENTRAL

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $600,000 worth of funding for critical health care initiatives that will expand access for the uninsured or underinsured in North Central Massachusetts.

  Olver secured the funding the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on June 14.

  "Expanding access to affordable health care is one of my top priorities," Olver said. "There is a great need in the North Central area for good quality, reliable and accessible health care. I will work hard during this funding process to ensure that these dollars make their way to the tri-city area of Fitchburg, Leominster and Gardner for these much-needed health care initiatives."

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked in that role to secure the funding under HUD's Economic Development Initiatives program.

  These projects will have a positive impact on the state of health care in the Northern Tier region of Massachusetts, but also on the overall economy and job base.

   The Northern Tier region is in northwest Massachusetts, running from the New York border east to Gardner. The region faces unique economic challenges, and census data has shown that many of the state's poorest communities are concentrated here. To address these challenges, in FY03 Olver secured $150,000 in federal funding for a strategic plan to rebuild the economy of the Northern Tier. The strategic plan includes a recommendation to improve training for healthcare jobs to help residents gain access to well-paying jobs and career advancement.

$325,000 for the Gardner Community Health Center  The Gardner Community Health Center is a comprehensive facility for primary health care, dental services, mental health and pharmacy services to greater Gardner area residents, without regard to insurance coverage or ability to pay for services. Four health care providers trained as family practitioners, two dental providers and 1.6 full-time equivalent mental health providers will staff the Gardner Health Center.

   "An estimated 12 percent of Gardner area residents have no health insurance," Olver said. "When you include people who have inadequate health insurance coverage, that number rises to about 29 percent. The need is great."

  Olver is a member of the Congressional Community Health Center Caucus, which works to increase funding for community health centers and open more of them throughout the nation.

  "Community health centers are one of the most efficient ways to provide quality health care to the poor and underserved," Olver added. "They provide critical services, including preventative care, to the most vulnerable populations who aren't receiving necessary medical services elsewhere."

  The health center moved its operation this spring to the Mary Kane School Building, a former elementary school donated to CHC by the city of Gardner. The building is located at 175 Connors St. in downtown Gardner, conveniently located on the main bus route. It will be a satellite of Community Health Connections (CHC) Family Health Center of Fitchburg (www.chcfhc.org).

   Originally built in 1900, the Mary Kane building has four stories and 15,000 square feet. The renovation will include the ground floor and floors 2 and 3, totaling 12,000 square feet. The new health center will have 10 examining rooms, three dental areas, nine offices and sufficient support space to accommodate the 7,500 patients expected to visit the center per year, totaling 20,000 visits annually.

    The presence of the facility in the community will provide employment and health care education and training opportunities to residents in an area with a high unemployment rate by creating about 50 new jobs.

For additional information on this project, contact:
 Robert H. Johnson, CEO, CHC Family Health Center, at 978-665-5965 or rjohnson@chcfhc.org
 John DeMalia, Gardner Community Health Center, at 978-410-6110 or jdemalia@chcfhc.org.

$275,000 for Mount Wachusett Community College's dental hygiene program  This funding will go towards Mount Wachusett Community College (MWCC) new dental hygiene program, which is located at the Burbank Hospital Campus of the Health Alliance. The funding will help off-set the startup cost associated with this program. MWCC will remain the parent institution for the program, which began in September 2005. The program itself, however, is housed in Fitchburg.

    "The benefits of this program are two-fold," Olver said. "The services benefit the under-served, primarily indigent population in the Fitchburg and Leominster area who need access to free dental care. Dental hygiene students unable to attend a program in other locations due to limited access or long commutes will now have a place to learn and apply hands-on practice."

    For many years, the dental community of North Central Massachusetts has requested that MWCC explore the possibility of developing a dental hygiene program to address the shortage of dental hygienists in the area. In addition, the Community Health Center Dental Clinic in Fitchburg needed a partner to address the unmet dental needs of the uninsured and underinsured in the region. In December of 2002, the clinic began to provide free-care dental service to the underserved, uninsured population of Fitchburg/Leominster at the former Burbank Hospital building.

For additional information on this project, contact:
 Edward R. Terceiro, Jr., Executive Vice President, MWCC, at 978-630-9103 or eterceiro@mwcc.mass.edu
 Anne Malkasian, Director, Dental Hygiene Program, MWCC, at 978-630-9367 or amalkasian@mwcc.mass.edu
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